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PR EF ACE

T O

SIR. PETER LEYCESTE{R?S
ANTIQUITIES OF

BUCKLOW HUNDRED

- WUNDREDS and tithings were appointed by
king Alfred, who began his reign over Eng-
land about the year of Chrift 872. Thefe were
ordained for the better fuppreffing of robberies:;
for every free-born man was now to be ranked, or
put invo fome hundred and tithing ; and: if there
were any perfon of fuch diffolute carriage, chat he
could find no or furety. in the hundred and
tiching for his . demeanour, he was to be im-
prifoned, a8 & men unworthy to be at liberry.
And if any perfon guilty of a robbery (whether
before fuch pledge found, or after) thould fly and
_ make an efcape, allithe inhabitants of the hundred
> and tithing were to-be amerced by the king; fo
= that by this means there was fuch a calm of peace
. in the nation in a fhort fpace, that if any man had
7 left bracelets of gold, or bags of money, in the
2 high-way, therc was none durft take them away,
* as both ury and Ingulphus do inform us.
" Now thefe freeholders, or free-born men, were

7 caft into feveral companies, by ten in each com-
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pany, whence in the wefteraparts of the. rcalm the

were -called Tithingmen... And. ev
gch edges ot fureties were yearly prefented : ht
: by-their clsief pledge, ats generalsﬂ'
for: chat" purpofe, “which we yetin remembrance
thereof do call The view of the Frank- 5 *OF:
‘The Leet-court ; and as ten times ten do make a
hundred, fo becaufe:.it. was then alfo appointed
that ten. of thc}':r compamesf fhould at certain tl:mes
meet together for maters-of greater. woigdit ; -there-
fore that affembly or court was callcdg'ill‘hc Hnn-
dred-Court.

In this county" of Cheﬂure we had formerly
twelve hundreds, asweﬁndthcm mthcrecord ot

Domd'duybook vizoy o o0 N
Artifcros hundred. Rnfeeon hundred.
Ereftan hundred. Roelay hundred.
Chefter hundred. - - - ' Mildeftric hundred.
Wilawefton hundred. Hamftan hundred, &
Dugleftan hundred. - Bucklow. hundred.

Warmundeftreau hundred Tunendoa hundred.::
-+ But thefc hundreds were reduced by a-later. di.
vifion into feven hundreds,-as- a¢i this: day thcy
ihnd divided and called, to wit,.

-Bucklow hundred. . .. .Broxton hundrcd

Macclesficld hundrtd. Edefbury hundred. -

- Northwich hundred.. - W m-a.l hundred

.- Nanswich hundred. .. - :

' Which new divifion I conjc&uw doch not ex-
ceed the reign of king Edward 111, . :

And:as muft.needs be an. enlargement of
the number of the towns in each hundred of the
siew. divifion above the old, becaufe the whole is
contra&ed to a lefler numbcr of hundreds, fo they
have all begot new names, exceptthis of Bucklow
‘hundred, which both retains its old:.iame, and:
hath now the towns of thc ot:her old hnndred of
Tuncndon annexed to it. T F

- or
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- For the proportion- of the old hundreds- to- the
ew, it is to be obferved, that the towns compre-
hended-in the old hundreds of- Artifcros and: Eref-
| i, -were by the ftatute of 33 Henry VIIL cap.
13: taken irom Chethire and annexed to Flintthire,
oaly ‘Dodleflon yet remains to Chefhire, belonging
anmon hundred. And for Chefter -hundred,;
the:cisy of Chefter was made a ditinét: county of
ielf (except the Catftle-only, cim perfinentiis) by
the- king's:- chmtcr, dated 6th Apn! zn Henry
VIL. 1506. .. -

M:ldcﬁ-vnch hundred is now called Northwnch
lmdrui.

W:lzwcﬂnn bundmd now called Wm'al hundred.

Dudeftan hundred, now called Broxton bundred;

Wamhunde&rcau hundred now called N antmch
hundred.
drgmﬂm hundmd now called Macck:ﬁeld hun.

Rifeton and Roelay hundreds, now compre.
hended in Edefbury hundred.

Bucklow and Tunendon hundrcds now- com-
prehended in Bucklow hundred.

Many more towns are now in Chcﬁnrc than we
find in Domefday-book ; for many were then watte,
which have been fince improved and inhabited.

The method I propofe to myfelf, is, to take the
particular townthips of this hundred of Bucklow
in order according to the alphabet, to the end I
might fpare the labour of an index or table ; and
fo obferve in them particularly what I can difco-
ver from old deeds or records, concerning the
owners of thofe places fince the Norman conqueft;

adding alfo the pedigrees of many of the ‘lmter

foct of the gentry in this hundred (fo many as my

leifure will permit me to go- through, and for

which I have: feen good deeds and records proving

the fame), placing at the end of fuch towns w‘l;crlc‘
uc
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fuch families have been refpectively feated in an-
cient times. ) o - -
.- And as Speed calls our County Palatine of
Chefter, The Seed-plot.of Gentility ; and learned
Cambden, in his Britannia, ftyles it, The moft fur
pafling Nurfery of ancient Gentry above any othey
county in England; fo I may not unfitly call this
hundred of Bucklow, The prime border of that
Nurfery, as having a more numerous company of
gentry therein, proportionably to its ‘compals;

than any other hundred in our county. .
Concezning the churches and chapels of this
hundred, I fhall add what I can gather concerning;
them in thofe particular towns where I find them

firuated. .

. Ridley, in his View of the Civil and Ecclefia-
ftical Law, tells us, that fonts, in the primitivé
times, wese not in the churches, but the. cuftom
of thofe elder ages was to baptize in rivers and
fountains 3, and that cuftem being difcontinued
through perfecution, fonts were ereted in privasé
houfes, and in more peaceable ages they made bold
to build their fonts 2 listledi(tance from the church;
afterwards they obrained leave to fet them in the
church-porch, at laft they got them into the church,
But they were not at firft %hced in every church
immediately ; far at the firit they were found anly
in the cathedral church where the bifbop refided 5
and though fervice might be {3id in the lefler min-
fters and rural churches, yet the right of fepulture
and baptifm belonged to the cathedral church;
-unjefs it were in cale of neceffity; and it was
therefore called the Mother-church, becaufe as
people in their mothers womb were born men, fo
in the fonts of baptifm, as in the church’s womby
they were born Chriftians. In fucceeding ages,
when it was found that the mother-church was too
far diftant from fome villaggs,.and fo fifuated, that
in



PREBEFACE v

in the winter the people could not repair thither,
confideration was had: of this inconvenience, anci
the bifhop took occafion hence to transfer the rites
of iim and fepulture to the rural churches,
and thus, together with the right of tithes, made it a
gariﬁkchurch of that kind which we now have.

ut becaufe alfo in many parithes fome families
lived fo remote from the church, that they. could
pot coaveniently frequent the fame, it was indulg:
ed to fuch, that they might build a private oratory
in or near their manfion-places, referving for the
mofk part the rites of baptifm and fepulture to the
parifh-church ; which, in refpe@ of thefe lefiRy
oratories, was to be accounted the baptifmal or
mother-church, It was alfo provided, that thefe
families (nowithftanding theirgrant from the bifhop
for a private oratory) fhould, upon more folemn
feaft-days, repair to their parifh-church, as it feems
by the council held at Agatha. Thefe private
oratorics were afterwards called Capelle, Chapels ;
and thofe that did exercife in them the minifterial
funétion, were called Capellani, Chaplains. Thus

"None might of right build oratories without
licence from the bifhop, at leaft none might ad-
minifter divine fervice there without the bithop’s
fpecial licence. -

Oratories erected in the houfes of great perfons,
for the ufe of a private family, I call fuch Domef-
tick Chapels.

When built by one, or feveral perfons, in fome
convenient place, for the ufe of feveral families,
or. of. a townthip or townthips, not having liberty
of baptifm or burials, I call fuch Chapels of Eafe,

Wgen built by a more numerous multitude of
the nei%l:bourhood, confifting of one or more vil-
lages, having got liberty for baptifm and burial,
with confecration thereof by the bithop, and fome- /

times
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times an allowance in money or tithes from the
mother-church, I call futh Parochial Chapelss
for thefe have all the rites and ceremonies as the
mother-church or Xari!h‘ochurch ‘hath, except the
tithes ; fo that indeed they are as lefier parithes
created within the greater for the benefit of the

ighbourhood. :

s to the confecration of churches, we find the
Jews had their encenia, or feafts of dedication of
their temple.  John x. ver. 22. I. Mac. cap. iv,
ver. 59. -

But there was no dedication of our Chriftian
thurches to faints, until praying: to faints was in
ufe ; and after churches began to ‘be dedicared to: -
faints, their dedication feafts were ufually kept on:-
that day, which was the feaft-day appointed in the-
kalendar for commemoration of that faint, to-
whom fuch church was particularly dedicated.
This time was called with us, The Wakes, fromt
waking, as the Latin word vigilie, 4 vigilando, be:
caufe at fuch times the people prayed moft of the
night before fuch feaft-day in the churches. And
though the primitive cuftom herein was facred, yet
how it was abufed in the reign of king Edgar, anse
Dom. 967, or thereabouts, appears by the canons of
the church in his reign, Num. 28. “ We inftru&;,
that in the feafts of the dedication of churches, ali
seﬂ'ons fhall demean themfelves modeftly, apply

iligently to prayer, and abftain from drunkennefs
and debauchery.”  And at latt it turned to feafts
ing aixd merriment of neighbours. o
‘%\’ow invocation of faints for three hundred years
after Chrift cannot be found among any of the
fedhcts ;. none did ‘:ach invgcation off!'amts, g};ﬂ:’

ritorical expreffions, an Hoeuczl ancies,’

Ewcumg of the Mufes, Bafil, Nyfféen, and Na-
alcn had led the way, C

THE
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CHAP. L

Of the RomaNs in CHESHIRE.

or fections; the firft whereof fhall relaie

the names of thofe Britons that inhabited
thefe coafts under their dominion; the fecond
fhall mention the cities ; the third the rivers; and
the fourth the high-ways of note, remembercd by
ancient authors in that region.

1. The names of the ancient inhabitants were,
the Cornavii, Devani, Cangi. Prolemy, in his
Geography, lib. ii. ch. 3. aiter having treated o1
the Ordevices, the ftout inhabitants ot North-
Wales, fpeaks thus of the Cornavii: The Cer-

pavit

r\.

THIS chapter I fhall divide into four parts,
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navii lie eaft of thefe, whofe cities are Devana,
and Legion xx. called Viétrix, is ftationed there.
Thefe people inhabited alfo the neiglibouring coun-
ties fouth and fouth-eaft of Chefhire. This xx.
legion was raifed by Auguftus Cafar; as Dion
Caffius rclates in his g5th book of the Roman
hittory. They were placed firft of allin Gallia Bel-
gica (now Low-Germany), and from thence, by
the command of the emperor Claudius, trani-
ported into Britain, under the conduét of Aulus
Plautius, in the vulgar year of Chrift 43, whom
the emperor himfelf followed - the very fame year,
as Dion teftifies ; which he confirms by that eclipfe
therein famous, that it happened on Claudius’s
birth-day, two years after, when Marcus Vini-
cius, the fecond time, and Statilius Corvinus, were’
confuls, in the vulgar year of Chrift 45; the fun
being darkened about five digits the firft day of
Auguft, in the fixth degree of the Lion. But
what time this legion was fettled in thefe quarters
is fomewhat difficult punctually to defign; yet,
if I may conjeture their plantation in that place
(fince called Chefter, from their camps) to have
been in the year when Czfonius Pztus and Pe-
tronius Turpilianus were confuls, under the reign
of Nero, and in the vulgar year of Chrift 61, I
think I fhould very little efcape the truth, it being
the very fame time when Suetonius Paulinus gt-
tempted the conquclt of ‘Anglefea. To accom-
modate this conjecture with further probability of
truth, we find, when Galba, being emperor, but
eight years after (in the 6gth year of Chrift), drew
up a {cheme of all the 33 legions of the empire
then in being ; that the xx. legion, called Valeria
Viétrix, was then fixed in Britain, if we may cre-
dit the induftrious enquiry of Onuphrius, in his
defcription of the Roman empire, page 392, cdit.
Francof, They continued in this ftation when

M. Aurel.
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M. Aurel. Alexander was emperor, ann, Chrifti
223; and alfo when Conftantine the Great had
newly built Conftantinople, and contrived the de-
fcription of both the eaft and weft empires. We
read of this legion fill remaining in its old fitua-
tion in the cenfual book of the emperor, in the
vulgar year of Chrift 330. But Conftantine lay-
ing great ftrefs on the fervice of his countrymen,
traniported a great army out of Britain, and whe.
ther or not all or any of this legion, we have not
yet certainly learned. Others alfo tranfported many
forces out of this province into foreign countries.
Some Yery ecarly, as Vefpafian, who had 20,000
Britons®under his command at the facking of Je-
rufalem; as fays Richard Broughton, in his Ecclef.
Hift. p. 166. edit. at Douay, out of a Jewith
author. Others alfo in after ages, as Clodius Al-
binus, and the captains under Thaodofius and He-
norius, tranfported many forces out of this pro-
vince into foreign countries. But laft of all, in
the declenfion of the empire, unhappy Valentinian
III. carried away all tﬁc Britith forces then in
arms, about the time of ZEtius’s fecond con-
fulthip, being then prefident of Gallia, in the year
of Chrift 437 ; fo that moft probably long before,
but moft certainly at this time, all thefe valiant
foldiers of the garrifon of Chefter were utterly
gone, and the ]p ace inhabited and defended by the
Britons themfelves, fo long as they could hold up
againft their potent invaders in fucceeding ages.
Now, befides the teftimony of very ancient authors,
for this 20th legion’s quarters, in the Marches of
Wales, and particularly in this city, the Roman
coins, and inicriptions on ftone, and Britifh bricks,
do abundantly teftify. I fuppofe alfo, that fome
imall parties might lie in other towns, as particu-
larly at Caerhean, i. e. the old town, and the true
Yor. L. Kkk Conovium



434 THE VALE-ROYAL

Conovium of the Romans, in the county of Car-
narvon, where I have feen bricks of a toot and a
half fquare, with this infcription, LEG. XX. V.
i.e. Viétrix. Yea, I have in digging up part of
one of the Roman hypocaufts in that place, found
other bricks of the fame quality, infcribed with
this figure, '

R

which is the rude draught of two conjoined fer-
Fmts’ noting the union of princes; as Pancirol-
us in his comment on the notices of the empire
expounds it (as he thinks truly) out of Pierius..
he Devani are a people only mentioned (for
what I have feen) in modern authors, the nameé
importing only the inhabitants in or near the
clty, and river Dee. As particularly Humphrey
Lloid, in thefe words: Devani five Cefirenfes funt
babitantes prope fluvium Deam, ubi alia civitas eff
Romanorum monumentis celeberrima, &c.

The Cangi are mentioned by Ptolemy in the
chapter before-cited, who places Seteia and Tri-
folis in thefe coafts. Doctor Powel, in his notes
upon Giraldus’s Itiner. Camb. lib. ii. ch. 10,
Places the promontory of the Gangani where is
now Ormefby Point; near which is the caftle of
Diganwey (over againft Aber-conway), in Den-
bi %\alxllxire, which ﬁugh earl of Chefter fubdued ;
which, with fubmiffion, I fuppoft to be the very
fame people treated of by the grave hiftorian Ta-
citus, while he difcourfes of P. Oftorius, in the
12th book of his annals, in thefe words : Caterium
clade Icemorum compofiti, qui bellum inter &5 pacem
dubitabant, & duftus in Cangos exercitus, vaftant
agros, prede paffim afle; non aufis aciem hoftibus,
vel fi ex occulta carpere agmen tentarent, punito dolo.

Famque
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Famque ventum baud procul mari, quod Hiberniam
infulam afpeiiat, cum orte apud’ Brigantes difcordie
resraxfre ducem, &9¢c. The Notices alfo of the Em-
pire feem to hint at thefe very people, when they
tell us, that under the duke.of Britain there was
Prefestus numeri vigilum Concangios. Now, feeing
that the lcarned Mr. Cambden tells us of pieces
of lead dug up about the fhore near Runcorn,
Haulton, and Rock-favage, with this infcription,
IMP. DOMIT. AUG. GER. DE CEANG.,
why fhould we doubt any further, but that about
thefe rccky and fteep promontories Ptolemy’s Can-
gani had their feat. Nay, what if Conghill in
the hundred of Broxton, and Congleton in the
hundred of Northwich (which was for certain an
old Roman ftation), thould have fornewhat of the
Cangi couched in their names. Poffibly, they
might ftretch themfelves through Lancafhire, and
the fouth part of Weftmorland, where Cangdale,
or Kendal, and Kangfands, now Kenfands, may
in fome meafure retain the rubbifh of their memo-
ry. However, let the judicious antiquarians be
pleafed to accept of my conjetures, to fir u
their induftry in the fearch of their more exag
ficuation. The Roman towns of note within this
county I find but two; the firft Chefter, which
Prolemy places in the latitude of 55 degrees,
Deouna, or Devana, from the river Deva, or Dee,
on which it is placed. Antonine, in his Itinera-
1y, mentions this city under the name of Deva
twice; firft, in his journey from the Pi&t’s Wall
to Richborow in Kent, whereby it feems the
Roman highways wound about in a crooked line,
as their fortreffes and ftations lay moft convenient
for curbing their enflaved provinces. Between
Condate and Deva (fays Antonine, where the xx.
and conquering legion lay) there intercede twenty
miles ; Jet my countrymen judge of the diftance,
k2 whether
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whether it be not much about the fame fpace,
only confidering the difference between Italian and
Englith miles. The fecond -time we read of it
is in the journey from Segoncium, or Llan-
beblin, in Caernarvonthire in Wales, to Chefter,
thus :

Segoncium Llanbeblin, in Caernarvonfbire,

. 24 '
Concvium Caerbaen, in Caernarvonfbire,

19.
Varis Pot-vary, in Flinifbire,

32.
Deva Chefter.

For the antiquity of this city, that it was ex-
tant before the Roman Conquett, let the admirers
of honeft Geoffry of Monmouth, of Ralph Hig-
den, and Henry Bradfhaw, plcafe their warm con-
ceits, and wreftle with the memory of fturdy

iants, on condition they will but fuffer others to
aft of its foundation by the noble Romans. The
precife time is hard to fix, but if you will hearken
to Leland, in his Commentary on the Cantio Cyg-
nea, and the learned Selden, in his notes on the
tenth fong of Drayton’s Polyolbion, f{peaking
thiough one quill, they will tell you, that it
‘druny from the tents of the Roman legions, in
the ume of Veipafian (after emperor), when he
<ure over with Claudius into Britain, and per-
i med meft noble exploits in this land, and was
"va'er of the 2oth legion out of Low Germany,
~ . tavour of Narciffus, who had obtained this
< ~ut wr him of Claudius. This fell out in
~ -war Detore-mentioned, as by comparing Dion
<utes YTawiws, and Suetonius together, may
“wirx antV appear ; fo that from what I {poke
wire e aing this legion’s encamping, if we
~wa mee v epocha of Chefter’s nativity at the

.S« X Chrift 61, it wants at this tnmci!imt

ve
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five years of being 1600 years old, which I think
is a gallant age, cipecially feeing fhe breaks bue
litle, and holds.-her compiexion fo bravely, The
unhappy burning of Foregate-ftreet in the late un-
civil wars, and the fhallownefs of the river’s chan-~
nel, threatening the confumption of her radical
moifture, have plowed her beautiful forehead:
with a few prefaging wrinkles of mortality.

The Romans refidence in great numbers and
plenty, their arched vaults, and {weating-houfes,
their urns, coins, and teflelated pavements do
abundantly witnefs. I have heard it trom a icholar,
refiding in the city, when I was there, in the year
1653, that there was a temple.dedicated to Apollo
in old time, in a place adjoining to the cathedral
church, by the conftant tradition of the learned.
But I leave that in &wie. The imprefs upon
the reverfe of Septimus Geta’s coin, declares it
without difpute a Roman colony, and one of the
four in Britain, COL. DIVANA. LEG. XX.
Vi&rix, mentioned by the learned Cambden. 1
have read alfo of an ancient Britith infcription,
wherein Colonia Vifiricenfis feems to import, that
it was colonized by the 20th legion.

All that I fhall add more is, the various opi-
nions of feveral authors concerning its latitude and
longitude. I wonder little at their variety, when
as the longitudes are poffibly reckoned from diffe-
rent meridians, and the latitudes performed by
weak artifts, and taken by the authors upen truft.

Latitude. | Longitude.
deg. min, | deg. min,
Prolemy, ss o}18 40 | in his Geogr. L. ii. ¢, 3.
a::. s3  s83{17 38 | in his Theat, of Brit. . i, ¢. 37.
§3  so]az 30 | in his dc Globis,
Smich, §3 2417 29 in his Vale-Royal, p. 16 and
N 53  30]17 30 N?’. .
Wiag, §3 30| 11 m. weit | of Londun, in Harmon, Ccelefie,
Shakerly. 53 36| 10m, weft | of London, in his Britith Tables.
Cambden. |3 11)30 23 | in his Britannia,

of
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Of all thele, I prefer Shakerley’s for the trueft,
who being an exaét artift, and 2 near nelghbour
in Lancathire of late years (though fince gone in-
t Aua,, performed it by his own obfervatxon,
as he in that book profeifts, by affixing ¢o it a
double aiterifk.

The iecond town of note for the Roman re-
fudcnce was Londatc, now Congleton, in the
north-ealt angle of the hundred of Northwich,
icated on the river Dane, mentioned twice by An-
tonine : firft, in che joumcv to Richborow, betore-

cited; and next, in the journey between a town
that once itood on Wentfbeck, in Northumber-
land to Llanvellin, in Montgomcryﬂxire-, I will
only recite the town before and atter, in chefe

wuords :
" Muncunium. Manchefter, in Lancafhire, called
XVl Mamucium, in the foriier journey,
but with the fame diftance o miles.
L oindate. Congleton, in Chefnire.
XVl

Miawolanum, Llanvellin, in u’Iontgomer)ﬂnre
Laare, being deititute of any further intimation
« avdquity, I fhall entreat all the ingenious
« sovurs to umprove their knowledge b) fearch
.. wns and coins, and the like teftimonics of
« et reidence, which doubtlefs it either hath
e 0 will fufficiently, to thofe that wiil be
~ wearrcmlable pains, and {mall coft of ex-

«wy o aiwientdutt and rubbifh.

*n: o rivers mentioned by any of the an-
« . iwolemy, who mications two, beth
. < ~iws on the wet-fide of the ifland,
- ~. wit the lrifh, or Vergivian ocean,
RSN ‘\‘:u.prl), as moft of his copies are,

_we and lengitude, which might pro-
.~ ¢ gnorance or ncgllgence of the
w ~ o~ partiy from -his own diftance,

taking



J pthis point. ,Rord. do»m think: W
fuch & fool ¥who. was fo. ndrmrable a matheman

cnn) ‘annex dxﬁi;rent itudes and lamudes

.plmeg orfu thein 0" be cor-

to mentipn the fame rivers twice. Where-

mpc
fore; 1. that- m heﬁhcfalloftl\e
, uué"‘"

river. lled from its gtheboundary
-the- jan k o, fome, other
:hcm downy i cd

£} '@ ‘conjatre 5 brr'l woldors.

thee ;ﬂlh‘tﬁr tiver--wilich- defcends’ - from-the

Palus Scsantiorum, :haying its outlet into.the faz
to be called: Seteta - -which if modeft: Csnbdé:L ;)
boldly g freely! emi. ilirns Winindéromtre;fin
Lastafliite; ‘to be that pool- of Prolemy’s, why -
msy we not, if his foundatien be good, ascur‘
tly affirm that river which falls thence into the
ds to be Seteia.
4- 1. fhall; in 2 word, run over the highw '
and come to' 2 clofure of this chapter. ’;yhc
famous military way -of the Romans, called Wat.
!ing-!h'eec, went thmugh of  this country, as

ly teftifies, telling ue,
t!m: it led 3 Dmkmd in Ceﬁna- However,
it is improbable, that it continued its name hither-
to; butthar the old Roman way from Lendon in-
to the North wheeled about by Chefter; is cer-
tainly determined out of Antonine’s Itinerary. A
fecond highway croffed the country, in a fouth-
weft from Manchefter into Montgomery-
fhire. A third went from Chefter into Anglefey.
A fourth from Chefter to Bangor, the old Benium,
corruptly Bovium, in Antonine. The fifth from
Northwich to Middlewich, according to the opi-
nion of worthy -Cambden; havmg obferved a- vifi-

ble

~a
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- ble highway, caft up in the Roman manner ; from
whence much gravel is frequently fetched for pri-
vate ufes, there being none near, befides this, in
all the country round about.

PP PSP PP

CHAP I ' -

Treating of the Kings, Dukes, and Earls of
MEercia; with the particular Earls of
‘CHESTER, difpofed in their exall times. .

T HE kings, &c. of Mercia, were rulers of
this province and city of Chefter, in former
days ; and therefore we have defigned this tract
concerning them. But fhall not in this chapter
enlarge much in any long difcourfe of their attions;
but refer the diligent reader unto the many books,
wherein their exploits are defcribed. My main
defign is, by chronological charatters, to fix the
rife and period of the Mercian monarchy, toge-
ther with the true time of each king’s attainment
of the royal fcepter, fo far fcrth, as the com-
paring of moft, if not all, the ancient and mo-
dern writers extant on this fubjet will give light ;
who are generally fo full of abfurd contradiions,
and anachronifms, that I almoft defpaired to at-
tain my propofed end. But confidering, that all
our monkifh writers, more {kilful in the num-
bering of beads, than years, did, wmo tramite,
follow the Dionyfian account (a thing diligently
to be attended to in the reading of our monaftical
writers), I hope to extricate myfelf out of thefe
difficulties, by treating a little of it, before I be-
gin with the reigns of the kings of Mercia. l;o-

ert
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bert of Lorrain, the 28th bifhop of Hereford, in
his epitome or Marianus’s Chronicle, at the year
of Carift 532, recites thefe words, Dominus nofter
Ferus Chriftus, 8 Calendis Aprilis' Lund 17, & mor .
s returrexit, anno 18 imperii Tiberii Celaris fe-
windum Evangelium Johannis; boc ¢ff in an, 12 In-
carnationis fecundum Dionyfium. Now, on the
common fuppofition of our Lord’s attaining but
the 34th year current of his age before his paffion ;
it we fubtra@ 12 from 34, there remain 22 years,
wherein the Dionyfian account falls thort of truth.
For the confirmation of this teftimony, the learned
may confult William of Ma}jmfbury, afe Geftis Pon-
tificum, L. iv. in the fecion about the bithops of
Hereford ; Matthew of Weftminfter, and Florence
of Worcefter, together with the learned Selden
on Drayton’s 4th fong. But referring this to be
proved more at large in its proper place, when I
treat about the Saxons arrival into our land, de-
menftrating their entrance to have been in the vul-

gar year of Chriit 428. As Sir John Price, in

his defence of the Britith hiftory, fays, that the

Saxons came into this land, Tauro & Fielice Cofs.

pag.- 119, Now they were confuls 4. Chrifti 428,

and not 21 years and a quarter, or. 22 years cur-

rent after, viz. in the end of 449, or in the be-

ginning of 450, as our old authors ufually fix it ;

whereby great and knotty difficulties have tied up

the hiftory of the Saxon dominion in this ifland :

I thall only premife at prefent, that the firft who

arrived to royal dignity in Mercia, being Crida

(the 11th in a direct line from Woden, as IFlorence,

like a Welfh genealogift, derives him, whofe line to

Adam, you may trace as-truly in Matthew Weft-

minfter), began to fet up this kingdom, as

aocient authors relate, amno Chriffi 582, and out

of them Selden, and Boxhornius, in his Univer-
fal Hiftory ; whom our modern Speed in his Chro-

Vou. L. L 11 nicle.
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nicle, Ifaacfon in his Chronology, and Heylin in
his Geography, do all follow. So then, if from
582 we fubtradt 22 years of the corrupted Dio-
nyfian account, there remain 560, for the exact
time of the commencement of the Mercian king-
dom in Crida. With which time there falls out a
marvellous harmony in the reigns of the fucceffive
kings, much to the fatisfaction of all inquirers in-
to the confufions of the Saxon Heptarchy. I know
Matthew Weftminfter puts down 585. Others,
522. Others, different times for its beginning ; but’
all corruptly enough; whereas, with our prefent
computation, the Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, under the
name of Harpsfield, doth almoft exatly concur,
laying the beginning of Crida’s reign, anno Dom.
561, and yet but with a circiter or thereabouts,
in the twenty firft chapter of his feventh centenary ; -
‘as not being certain of his hitting the mark pre-
cifely, though very near it. This time we fhall
take then, as the radix of the Mercian fovereignty ;
anii from thence compute the fucceflions of its
‘rulers, .

e S S e e
S ECT L

Of the Mercian Kings.

1. ff YRIDA, who had his palace firft at Dorchef-
ter in Oxfordfhire, and afterwards at Lin-
coln, as Florilegus teftifies, reigned twenty-five
ears, as the author of the Vale-Royal preceding,
Ky goud hap, had learned out of Hollingthead and
others. This king did little abroad ; but at home
laid the ftrong foundations of this kingdom, and
leftit to his fon in a handfome frame fitted for
augmentation and orpament.
2. Wibba,
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| 2. Wibba, the fon of Crida, began his reign
i the year 595. He is called Wipha, and Wip-

ps, by H. Huntington; who, having enlarged
his dominions upon his neighbouring Britons, af-
ter his twenty years reign, he furrendered up his
feprer to death. '

This king’s reign is famous for the notable bat-

tles of Ethelfrid the Wild, king of Northumber-
land ; but efpecially for that notorious flaughter
of the monks of Bangor, about one thoufand two
hundred at leaft, which happened in the year 604,
which I prove thus: H. Huntington tells us,
that king Ethelfrid fought againft the Britons at
Cacrlegion, in the ninth year of Ceolulfe, king of
the Weft-Saxons,and that the feventh year of Ceol-
ulte, was the firft year of Phocas the emperor.
But the. firft year of Phocas was 602 ; therefore,
it muft needs follow, that this butchery was com-
mitted in the year 604, I know fome caft it 603,
as Matthew Weftm. and others the year 607, as
the Saxon Annals. Others 613, as bithop Uther
in his Index Chron. but all without any fix-
ing chara&ter. For further confirmation of this
::me, the Saxon copy of Bede’s Ecclef. Hift.
affures, that by and by after this fad accident, Au-
guftin ordained two bifhops, where the Latin co-
py fupplies the year 604. The reafon why I have
been {o careful to fix this time, is, becaufe our no-
ble city of Chefter, having been all the while
fince the Romans departure in the hands of the Bri-
tons, was now wrefted out of their power, and
fell into the pofieffion of the king of Northumber-
land, from the time of this his victory, as Malmf-
bury witneffes.

But this cruel king was foon ftopped in his fu-
rious courfe, by the joint union of the Britifh forces
that very fame year (as the learned knight Sir
Henry Spelman hath recorded), under the con-

Llle dué
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duét of Blederick duke of Cornwall, Margaduc
duke of South-Wales, and Cadwin duke of
North-Wales, who having bid him battle, over-
threw him, dangerouﬂ! wounded the King him-

{¢if, flew ten thoufand and fixty of his foldiers,
and after®forced him by articles of compofi-
tion, to retire into his own country, north of
Trent, and leave the dominion of Wales to the
Britifh fcepter. In the chief city whereof, being
Chefter, now recovered, they crowned valiant.
Cadwan for their king.

. Ceorlus, the fon of Kinemund, the brother
of %’Vibba, began his reign in the year 615, and
is called Cher%us by Huntington ; and according .
to the general confent of hiftorians he reigned ten
years. In this king’s reign was the famous battle
at Idleton, a little village upon the river Idle,
about a mile fouth of Retford, in the divifion of
Southclay, in Nottinghamfhire, wherein Ethelfrid,
the furious king of Northumberland, the great
affli&ter of Chefter, and the Britons, was flain by Red-
wald, the kingof the Eaft- Angles, in the year 617,
as Matcth. Weftm. and bithop Uther in his Index
Chron. places it; though Florence, Cambden,
and others put it 616, which I leave for re&ifi-
cation to the Saxon hiftory.

4. Penda, the ftout fon of Wibba, began his
reign in the year 625. For the beginning where-
of, that we may obtain the exa& time, Hunting-
ton tells us, that it was coincident with the fix-
teenth year of Kinigilfus, king of the Weft-Sax-
ons. In the fixth year of whofe reign he tells us,
that Ethelbert, king of Kent, died: but he died
in the year 616, and 6 Kal. March, that is Fe-
bruary 24, to which, if we d4dd nine years cur-
rent, it makes 625, February 24; fo ‘that in
the fixteenth year of Kinigilfus, that is the year

625,
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625, about the middle thereof, this king Penda
began. his réign. The epitome of Bede’s hiftory
svers, that he was flain in the year 655, being nine

_ yars before the famous eclipfe in the year
664, May 1ft, clofe by Kerftal-abbey, ncar Leeds.
inYorkfhire, in Winwedfield. According to the
faying - of -Huntington: Ji ‘Wineweed amme vindi-
aia tf celes Anna. - This cclipfe was celebrated

- inthe year .664, May the 1t. The fun in the
tireench of Taurus being darkened above ¢le-
ven digits, on Wednefday atternoon: In which very:
m viz. 655, Ethelwerdus notes the death of

ato fall outy from which, fubtra@ting thirty
yemy, by - the conftuht conlent of all writers,. for
theterm of his reign, there remain 625 for its
beginning. - "his king was a notable watr.or, ‘as
the memorable pafiages do amply teftify in the
yer629. He warred againft Kinigilfus, king of the
Weft-Saxons, at Cirencefter, in Gloucefterfhire, and
compelled him to a compofition in the year 63,
Oltober 12. He flew the famous Edwin, king
of Northumbetland, at Hethfield, or Hatfield-
chice, in Strasforth-Wappentake, in the Weft-
riding of Yorkfhire, in the year 635. He befieg-
ed and burnt the city of Bebbanburg, now the
ruinated caftle of Bamburgh, in Northumberland.
The fame year he received a notable overthrow b
Ofwald, king of Northumberland, at Havenfield,
now Halydon, or Holydown, in the fame coun-
ty. ‘Inthe year 636, he flew Erpenwald, alias .
Carpwald, alias Eorpwald, king of the Eaft-Angles.
In the year 638, he flew Sigebert king of the fame
province.—In the year 642, he flew Ofwald, the
moft Chriftian king of Northumberland, Auguft
the sth, at Mafer-field, now Ofwald-ftreet, or
Ofweftry (from that fatal accident), in Shropihire.

_ The fame year alfo- he flew Egrick, king of Eaft-
Angles; as by computation of the years of his ¥

; reipn
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reign may appear out of Malmfbury and Florence.
In the year 045, heinvaded Kenwalch, king of the
veft-daxons, and deprived him of his kingdom
for fome years. In the year 654, he flew Anna,
king of Eaft-Angles, in a fore battle; but was at
laft, forall his cruel wars flain himfelf by Ofwy,
king of Northumberland, in the year 655, No-
vember the 15th. We fhall leave you this his
wretched charaéter, out of the monk of Malmf-
bury, reciting the vitory of king Ofwy, Pendam
regem Merciorum illud <icimorum exitium, illud per-
duellionum [eminarium exitio dedit.

5. Peada, called Weda, by Malmfbury, the
fon of king Penda, began his reign in the year
655, November the 15th, over the fouth part of
Mercia, by the permiffion of Ofwy, king of Nor-
thumberland, while Mearwoldus, another of Pen-
da's fons held the weft part under the fame king
Ofwy, as Simon of Durham teftifies. Fe married
Flieda the daughter of Ofwy, two years betore
his father Penda’s death, on this condition, that Le
would turn Chriftian, and promote that religion
in his own country. Accordingly he was bap-
tized by Finanus,.in the king of Northumber-
land’s palace, being in a ftrong town near the
Picts-wall, called Admurum, and fince Walton,
eight miles weft of Newcaftle. This was dene in
the year 653 ; afterwards, as a teftimony of his con-
verfion, he began the foundation of the ftately
abbey of Peterburgh, but being prevented by
death, left it to be finithed by his brother Wul-
ferus. He enjoyed his kingly dignity but five
months, being flain by his own wife, fay fome; by
his mother, fay others; by whichfoever moft
unnaturally, in the very feaft of Eafter, in the year
(:0. The cycleof the fun that year being twen-
ty-one. The dominical letters ( it being Biffex-
tite) C. B. the cycle of the moon eleven. Eai'hir

: ¢ll
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money given to Wuifer in the ycar 666, which,
by the confent of all, feems too tree. A fecond
ftory is this, that beingon a time at his caftle of
Woulfer-Cheiter, fince called Wolverhampton
{as fome fondly imagine, contrary to Cambden’s
opinion) in Staffordthire; and underftanding thac
two of his fons went fecretly to Chad, bifhop of
Lichfield, to be inftruéted in the Chriftian taith,
he bafely murdered them at Stone, in the faid
county. This ftory, Stowe, Cambden, and Speed,
do reverently prefs upon us, out of a monkifh
ledger-book of Peterborough: But this relation is
foully fuipected by the learned Selden, feeing this
king is related by authentic writers, to have had
only two children, St. Kenredus, and St. Wer-
burgh. Befides, let me add, how improbable it
is, that he fhould flay his fons for repairing to
Chad, whom he himfelf had conftituted bifhop
of Lichfield, as venerable Bede writes ; nay, what
is more clear, this murder is faid to be committed
in the year 662 (which I am forry to fee fo con-
fufedly put down by a late elegant Ecclefiaftica)
writer). When as St. Chad, the youths inftrucor,
was not come to Lichfield, till the year 667,
or 668, at the fooneft ; at which time he beftowed
upon his new bithop the land of forty families,
to build a monaftery upon, in a place called Ad-
bearve, or Adbarve, by Bede; Adbarune, Matth.,
Weftm. Barwe, by Florentius and Brompton; that
* is, a wood, fay they, in the province of Lindfey
in Lincolnfhire. Cenobium AEtbburnenfe, by Alan
Cope, and Eadbarna, by Godwin. In this king’s
reign, in the year 673, the learned Bede was
born, the great ornament of our nation. Inthe
year 675, this king fought the memorable bastle
with Efcwine, or Efkwin, king of Weft-Saxons,
* at Bidanheaford ; in which very year he died, be-
ing the feventeenth of his reign, not fully ccl>rn-

pleat
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pleat and ended. Befides his great caftle in Staf-
fordthire, he had another palace at Weedon in
Northamptonthire; he was buried at Lichfield,
1ay fome ; but-others, at Peterborough.

Ethclred fon of Penda, and brother of
\Vulphere his name is written fometimes Edil-
red, and Adelred. In the next year 676, he en-
icred the kingdom of Kent, and wafted it grievouf-
iy, and took the city of Rochefter, Lotharius
their king not being able to encounter him. In
the year 678, a very fearful comet appeared in the
month of Auguft in the morning, and continued
three months, in the eighth year of E gtrid, king
of Northumberland. In the year 079 was the
great battle between this Egfrid and our Ethel-
red, near the river T rent, bcmg the ninth year of
!:.gmd, whofe brother Elfwin was flain. Thefe
wars were fhortly after compofed by Theodore,
the archbifhop of Canterbury. In the year 080,
rhis arcibifhop celebrated a council at Hathield,
September the 17th, where we have a norable
link of thetimes of the Saxons kings, faftened by
Bede himfelf to the pillar of truth; he himfelf be-
1ug this year {even years old, wrote afterward what
was within the compafs of his own age, viz. T'hat
it was keptin the tenth year of Egtrid king of
Northumberland ; the fixth year of Lthelred,
king of Mcrcia /whcrcby we learn, that five years of
his reign wereexactly compleated betore the 17th of
bcptcmbcr, 680) ; the fevenieenth year of Aldu]t
king of the Eaft-Angles; the feventh year of Lo-
thaire, kingof Kent; and that it was indiction the
cighth year. This is the famous year in which the
fixth tecumenical council (as it was called) was be-
gun at Conftantinople, November 7. This alfo is
the year of that cclipfe of the moon that happened
on Monday the cightcenth of June, berore one

o'clock in the morning, the moon being cclipted
Vor. L M m m totally 5 ‘
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- : wnar Mazhew Wedmintter, and his
ot owwz. ax both grofsly miftaken.
ae.i s oo 2zatutes himielf by his annexing
v oot ar 3 086,  They blunder both
;. <wn wnd e indeed fadly eclipfed in their
cweweyie o Kulo Inthe year 696, the Mercians
% .w Otirica their queen, the daugh-
;- . :it-e aing of Northumberland. Inthe
«s e wug Ethelred changed his crown into
w . <. Xcame a monk in the abbey of
... uv. . caincolnfhire, about feven miles eaft
.« .. Lincoln, on the river Witham, in
v <a °.I. having reigned but twenty-nine
AP N IL T (O S0
« w.uxa, 23¢ fon of Wulfer, by the refignation
. s .ooc Fooelred received the crown.  This
e . cuns, was very devoutly inclined to a
winmevw @3 and having performed no ac-
«-.s <o nuinent in his reign, took a religious
o we - Neine, together with Offa, the fon of
A acv g of theEaft-Saxons 3 which journey he
« - .au o 3¢ year 709, after he had reigned
«ax i there remained to the hour ot his

"7 . or Ceolred, the fon of Ethelred,
\. s Jeparture, fat on the Mercian
J\ edr 709, and being continually in-

_ .« N llw thcpotent king of the Weft-Saxons,
.. . & s ugnal battle at Woodenfburgh,
L V.wiervuxh, about feven miles north-eaft of
"Ne..a~ o Wildthire, in the year of grace 713,
. mesway inchyearof king Ina,and the feventh
< a~\-ivd, wherewas fo defperate and fharpan

~xit my author fays, Rex Cheolredus
s s o emudiliter fibi occurrebat, ut mewtrd
) . w ~rwm Sades deteftabilior contigerat, nef-
i o the next year, to the great grief
oYy this gallant prince falling fick,
went
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~the'ny'eflﬂm, anid was buried at Lich-
Md; in theyear bungrm the hth of
shié reign ot comp bty “BhD yexr
g3 mmehdbﬂd, the fon df'Alvry thc!bnuf
Bbpp-, thé forv of ‘Wibba: (the{eaond kmg'of!ln
16
m vuy he Mmﬁ foundation 701', and -
. >pieaehmw,theabbq¢ithnd, in Lin-
voslnfhire.: In the year 731, ‘Britwold, the cighth
_ ‘ard!bi!hopof Canterbury, die'd-Jnn the ninth.:
‘we. youry after, viz. in the: 3, he midde
et thekmgof tho Weft-Saxons, and leia
‘ayrible amy, fays Brompten; sgainft Somerton-
.caftle, about fix miles fouth of Glaftonbury; ' in
~Somexferthive, and won it: which'year is fixed by
‘u: notable ‘eclipfe of the fun, thar happened the -
uuieﬂeﬂth Mal.. September, orthe fourtcenth of
A JPeigl Fnday, about half an hour paft
tm the!'morning ; the fun, being then in the
twenty-féurth degree of the Lion, was cclipfed
.eleven digitsy and therefore no marvel that the
coptinuator 6f Bede cries out, that it was fo dread-
fuly, us pené tovus orbis folis quafi nigerrimo €5 borrendo
Jewto videresur effe cooperius. The very fame words
-are-gféd by Simeon of Durham, in his hiftory of
the a&s of the kings of England.
- In this eclipfe Matthew Weftminfter agrees as
to the day and time of the day, faying, it was
bord tertid, i. e. about nine o’clock, as we now
‘count from ‘midnight ; only he differs in the year,
-and puts down 734, wherein it is impoffible he -
thould be true : which, to any one that will take
the pains of- calculatxon, fhall quickly appear out
of cither the Rudolphine, or Bullialdine tables,
the beft yet extant in the world. His miftake arifes
from a fecond error of the Dionyfian account,
which fhall (if God lend life and leifure) be ams '
ply manifefted in the Saxon-hiftory. In theyear
Mmm:2 7341
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734, the moon was eclipfed January 25, on -2
Monday morning, two haurs after midnight; the
moon being then in the 7th degree of Leo was
totally eclipfed. Many of our hiftorians hit upon
the year and month, but fail in the day generally,

cafting it on the fecond of the kal. February;: in
which very year, Tatwin the ninth archbifthop
died. In the next year fucceeding, viz. 735,

venerable Bede died at his monaftery ;. of which

time, we have an exa& charatter given by Simeon

of Durham; who, in his fecond book of the

hiftory of the church of Durham, affirms, that

he died on the feventh kal. Jun, being Afcenfion-

day. Now in the year 735, the cycle of. the fun

'was 16, Dominical letter B. cycle of the moon 14,
and 7 kal. Jun. i. e. May 26, being exaétly that

year Afcenfion-day, we are well affured of the

time. Florence is yet more punctual, relying on

the authority of St. Cuthbert, prefent at his death,

telling us that it was on Wednefday night at ten

of the clock, May 25, being Afcenfion-eve, anno

Dom. 735. All which is confirmed by Hunting-

ton _afluring us, he was fixty-two years old when

he died ; which being added to 673, his birth-year

before-mentioned, makes up exaétly this prefent

year 735. Anno Dom. 737, our puiffant king

Ethelbald affli¢ts Northumberland with cruel wars,
being the 11th year of Adelard, king of the Weft-

Saxons, which fell out in the evening of the reign

ot Ceolulf, and the morning of Egbert, kings of

Northumberland.  Anno 743, our king being

united to Cudred, the Weft-Saxon king, advances

againit the Eritons, and performs brave exploits
in war. Anno 747, hereceived a letter from ho-
neft Boniface, archbifhop of Mentz in Germany,
taxing the king and his countrymen, the Englifh,

of many enormous crimes ; which fo wrought up-
on the king’s heart, that he foon called a council

for
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Mam “Therletter you have ae.large *
- *?rn;l‘hc e&:lzdl wasdc‘alkd #t Clove-
M Ohfar-Hab; in: em, .in the .
vdiftion the'rgth, September i4. Camby;:; 7%&4
-citeale vernitly apon the: place becaufe ﬁ)mév_lbat :
N!u-tyit bur-iche: ke awyer Lambatd;: iti' his
tion of that county, 'Is refolved to fick
a8+ theé mire tilk-a bettet informer plucks hint-out,
o fvmnomwggc, ' Ethelbald falls out with Cuelived
- 100 aews among “thefe Saxon kinglets)
ensietaing him (at Beorhtford, or Beorford, of
'M' a0w Burford)~ twelve “iniles et bf
-©dford fiwith 6 bloody bdniuer; where Ethéthth,
. rkWMMr?;g::ér, bearin tfc golddn
mwm Mereian with a lance.
Wihis- bartle lutth: 2 fixedi harater: of ‘ani eclipfe
*dilded to#]::by Matthew of “Weminftet: amd'o- .
“thers, ‘which was: of the moon, and: total, July
3!, 752, on Monday morning about one of the
- Anno Dom. 756, the moon was totally
'chpfed 8 kal. December, i. e. November 24, as
fome write ; which I the rather put down, as the hea-
ven-mark of this great Ethelbald’s death; which
is fet down to be the next year after, viz. 757,
bsing flain at Sekinton, three miles eafterly of
‘FTamworth in Warwick{hire, and buried at Rep-
ton, upon- the river Trent, in Derbyfhire. “This
murder was committed by his own fubjets, and
particularly by Bernred, who afpiring to the crown
enjoyed it ‘but a little whnle being flain, as fome
fay, by Offa. This Ethelbald reigned forty-one
years compleat, by general confent; and- being
flain anno. 757; if thence we fubtraét forty-ong
years,. there remain 716 for the year of his in-
auguration 3 which is further confirmed by Reger
Hoveden, who tells us, that the year of Tatwin’s
confecration was the 15th  of king Ethelbald,

king of Mercia: But Tatwin, by conftant confent
of
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of all writers, was confecrated 4 id. Junii, 73r.
Therefore, if you fubtratt from 731, the fum of
15, there remain 716 for the beginning of this

king’s reign, as before. '
757. 11. Bernred, or Beornred. The time of
his dominion was very fhort, wherein I read no-
thing of what he did, but what he fuffered, viz.
the lofs of his kingdom by Offa, his potent fuc-
ceffor. He died, fay fome; he was flain, fay
others; but all agree the very fame year of his
ufurpation, as moft call it; though Brompton
terms him the lawful heir of the kingdom. I can-
not read any where of his p. or his pro-
geny, and therefore fufpet the legality of his roy-
alty. To which purpofe I may produce the tefti-
mony of feveral authors, mentioning the burning
of Catarad, in Yorkfhire, by this Beornred, anno
Dom. 769, twelve years after his depofition, and
that the fame year he himfelf was burnt; whereby
ic appears, that he efcaped from the former battle
againft Offa with his life, contrary to the former
authors. :
757. 12. Offa, the fon of Thinfert, the fon of
Eadulf, the fon of Ofulf, the fon of Eoppa, the
jon'of Wibba, the fecond king of the Mercians.
Some call his father Twinfreth, or Twinfred; and
his mother Marcellina: Others, Wingterd ; but it
matters not much. The third year of his reign is
confirmed by an eclipfe of the moon, mentioned by
Matthew of Weftminfter only, of all vur writers.
I read of it in Sigonius de Regno Italiz, who tells
us the year was famous for a notable eclipfe:
which Matthew places in the kal. of Auguft.
And others tell us, there was an eclipfe of the fun
that year, Auguft 15. Anno Dom. 771, king
Offa fights with the Eaft- Angles : Matthew Weft-
minfter calls them plainly Angles; Hoveden,
ERtings; Simeon of Durham, Heftings; whom. Dr,
Watts,







|
-, T ————— — - I|

456 THE VALE.ROYAL

time. The next year, 788, thisking tranflated the
archbifhoprick to Lichficld. Ann. 789 was the
fatal year to the Saxons wherein the Danes ar-
rived in England in three fhips, juft as many as the
Saxons came with into the ifle of Thanet; they
flew only one man, and retired. I know both Flo-
rence and the Saxon Annals place it anno 787,but
withal they give us this affuring criterion that it was
feven years before the death of pope Hadrian and
Offa, who both died anno 796, therefore this in-
vafion was in 789, as Mr. Fuller alfo hath rightly
placed it in his Ecclefiaftical Hiftory. In this
very year was the fynod of Finchale, now Finkley,
three miles north of the city of Durham, on the
river Were. Anno Dom. 793, Ethelbert, the
young king of the Eaft-Angles, was murdered by
the command of king Offa, at a place called Villa
Regalis, now Sutton, i.e. South-Town, in Here-
fordfhire, the 13th kal. of June, i.e. May. 20, ag
you have the ftory at large in Brompton, who tells
us alfo of the prophecy of the murthered king’s
fpoufe, that king Offa fhould not reign after that
time above three years; by which he affures us,
that it was three years before his death, according
to his computation, though the prophecy mighe
commence long after its fulfilling, by the dictate of
fome monkifh quill. In the fame year 793, that
is three ycars before his death, being at” Bath,
troubled in confcience for his abominable murders,
he tell to the work of building a place for St,
Alban’s bones near Verulam ; went to Rome, and
obtained a goodly pardon of his ghoftly father the
pope ; called a council at Verulam; gave Peter- .
pence to the pope’s kitchen; did much for the
church of Heretord, where Ethelbert was after
interred, and illuftrated the place with many blind
miracles. Indeed Matthew of Weftminfter fixes
thefe great works, anno 794, but then he concluclile_s
is
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his life in 797, threg years after : But our Offa
died in 796, therefore, upon his placing it three
years before his death, it follows upon that fuppo-
fi.ion that the trug year is 793. Anno Dom. 796,
on the 4thof the kal. Augpit, viz. July 29, this
great and imperious king departed out of this life
at Offly, and was buried at Bedford. I know there
is fome difagreement abqut the year, but two cha-
racters fhall fix it; the onc of the death of po
Hadrian, within the compafs of the fame year, for
fo faith Matthew Weftminfter. But pope Hadri.
ap died 795, 7 kal. Jan. i. e, Dccemgeor 26.

that feven months after this king died, But thé
beft is of that famous eclipig, which feveral of
our authors do mention, but principally Hoveden,
ip thefe words, guisto cal. Aprilis, eclipfis lune faéla
f initer Gallicimum &5 Auroram, &c. Kt non multo
paf, id eft, feptime cal. Augufti, Offa potentiffimus rex
Merciorum, poftquam XXXiX annos regnavit, defunfTus
¢#. This eclipfe was togal, and f¢ll out anno 746,
upon the 28th day of March, being Monday, at
four o’clock in the morning, the maon being dark-
ened in the 12th deg. of Libra, cycle of the fun21,
cycleof the moon 18,dominjcal letters C.B. Sothat
igyou fubtract 39 years of his reign from 796,
there remain 755 for the beginning of his reign
as bafare, - ' '

766. 13. Egfrid, the fon of king Offa, began
his reign July 29th, and reigned but 141 days,
gying confequently on December the 17th, and
left his throne to his fucceffor, having performed
nothing worthy of note, and was buried at St.
Alban’s. )

796. 14. Kenulph (the fon of Cuthbert, the
fon of Bafla, the fon of Kenrow, the fon of Kent-
win, the fon of Kenwalch, the brother of Penda,
the fourth king of Mercia) entered on his reign
ann. 796, December 17th, as Ingulphus, one of

Vor. L. Nnn our

V N
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our ancient writers, doth atteft, on whofc teftimo-
ny, as being neareft to thofe times, 1 may betrer |
rely 3 who %ctting the death of Offa on 4th cal.
Auguft, and Egtrid’s 141 days after, leaves the
initiation of this king’s reign on-thé »7th of De.
cember. Ann. 798, he waftes the kingdom of
Kent, and takes Eadbert, or Eadbright, their
king, prifoner, puts out his eyes, and cuts off his
hands. Matth. Weftm. and Florence place this
notable accident in the fecond year of his -reign,
with which the Saxon Annals, and Roger Hove-
den alfo exactly concur. In which very year he

1 the foundation of the famous abbey of
Winchcomb, in Gloucefterthire. - Ann. 801, -he
writes to and receives a letter from Pope Leo 111.
about. reftitution of the archbifhop’s pall to Can-
terbury, where it-hath ftuck clofe about 840 years.
Ann. 811, the new abbey of Winchcomb being
now finithed, was moft folemnly dedicated, s5th
id. Novemb. i. e. the gth day of November; at
which time he fets at liberty his old prifoner the
king of Kent, In this year the victorious Egbert,
king of the Weft-Saxons, wafted the Britith ter-
ritories in Wales, and took the city of Chefter
from them. In the mean while, the Mercian
power declining, and -our king performing. little
abroad, at length yielded to the Fates by a natural
death, fay moft; but by a violent, fays Brompton,
telling us, that he was flain by the Eaft-Angles,
attempting the invafion of their kingdom 5 but all
agree in the 24th year of his reign, not fully
compleat and ended ; ,and was buried at Winch-
comb, in Gloucefterfhire, the abbey of his own
foundation, ann. 820.

820. 15. Kenelm, the fon of Kenulph, being
feven years old, began his reign ann. 820, being
the fifteenth king ot Mercia ; but he, paxcis men-
Jibus & patris obitu devolutis crudelifimé martyrizatns

. : ]
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4 fays Ingulphus; and John Capgrave, in his
Lives of the Saints, tells us, he was murdered on
te 16th of the calends of Augutt, or July 17th,
t({lent, in Staffordfhire.

§20. 16. Ceolulphe, the brother of Kenulph,
nd uncle to the laft king Kenelm, began his reign
m. 820, July 17th; he was expelled his king-
#m, altero amno, fays Malmfbury, in the fecond
var of his reign, by Bernulf, ‘

' $22. 17. Bernult, the ufurper of the Mercian
fepter, and yet of the blood-royal at fome dif-
tince, began his reizn ann.” 822. In the third
vear of his reign he fought a cruel battle with Eg-
bert, king of the Weft-Saxons, and was over-
come, at Ellendun, now Wilton, two miles weft
of Salifbury, in the county of Wilts, This alfo
is the year, viz. 825, wherein the famous coun-
cil at Clovetho, in Kent, was celebrated, the
third year of this king’s reign, indiction the third,
as it was indeed. Therefore, I wonder the learn-
ed Spelman fhould hefitate fo much about it,
when, as he himfelf tells us, that every year of
this king’s reign there was a council in the fame
place, which might caufe the diftraction; and
hence the ninth year of Ludovicus may agree
with the firft or fecond council, and his query
anfwered. In the next year the Eaft-Angles flew
this king, as he was invading their territories ; to
which the printed copics of Ethelwerd fix the year

825 in the margin. But he compleated three

vears, and was flain in his fourth year, as learned

Spelman hath obferved.

8256. 18. Ludecan, the kinfman of Bernulf, be.
gan his reign over the Mercians, who, deitrous to
avenge the blood of his predecctior ufon the Faft-
Angles, was by them, having received aid from the
Weft-Saxon monarch, difcomfited in battle, and
flain with five of his nobles. This battle was

: Nnn2 fought



g0 THE VALE-ROYAL

fought in the fecond year of his reign; fome fay
he compleated two years, but that canpor ftand
with the fixed charater of an eclipfe, added to
Egbert’s conquett of the next king, -

Here, if I fbould follow tbe counfel of Folm Bromp-
ton, I fbould infert fmtbcr king, ;C,lled Milfrid, the
buslder of the cathedral at Hereford, out of great de:
votion to the murdered king Etbelbers before-mién-
tioned ; but becaufe I find bins whally defericd by all
other biftorians, I fball ratber accouns bim fome Re-
§ulus, or great Lord in that kingdom; abyus this time,.
&s one Mérwald was before. .

.828. 19. Withlaf, the grandfon of Qther, of
the. Mercian blood royal, was chofen king; at
the beginning of whofe reign Ingulphus fays thus:
Mox, ut rex faftus ¢fl, & amtequam exercitum poic-
ras colligerey lic was hid in a monaftery from the
fury of Egbert’s captains, he being, it thould
feem, overthrown in battle, and efcaped; which
battle is fixed b,i a notable eclipfe the very fame
year by the monk of Warcefter, which hagrcned_
the very night of Chrift’s nativity ; recited allo by
Ethelwerd and the Saxon Agnals upon the fame
account.” But the truth is, this eclipfe of the,
moon, which they all place in the year 827, did
fall out a year latér, as Aldelmus Beneditinus,
in his Annals of the kirigs of France, hath truly
placed it, and agrees with the calculationas I have
proved it, and fhall more at large (annuente Den)
in the Saxon Hiftory. * I find alio Math. Weftm,
| tear more by chance than cunning, falling in
with this year for the beginning of this Withiaf’s
reign, together with his expulfion out of the king-
Jom. But foon after, within the compafs of a
vear, by the favour of Egbert, he received his
cepter, as tributary to the ‘Weft-Saxons ; and.

" having’
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therefore his 16th year current began in the ‘year
&53, Feb. 4th, in which year this battle was fought
by king Bertulf, who died the next year after, viz.
853, as Hoveden recites before; to.which agrees
the conftant confent of all authors, that he reign-
ed 13 years compleat, which will be fixt by the
werm of the reign of his fucceffor moft exaltly. -
853. ar1. Burthred, or Beorred, afcended the
Mercian throne, but ftanding in 2 feeble pofture;
being tributary to the Weft-Saxons, and woefully
affauited by the raging Danes, politicly moved ans
obtained a marriage with Ethelfwide, the daughter
of the Weft-Saxon king Ethelwulf, to his great
comfort and fupport, which was folemnized in
Eafter-week in April, Eafter-day falling April
aad that year, 854, at the kinis houfe at Chip- -
penham in Wiltthire, - In which very year; being
molefted by the Britons of Wales, he obtained a
viQory over them, having received the aid of the
Weft.Saxon forces, beinit-he-x 8th. year of kin
Ethelwulf. Ann. 847, king Ethelbald marri
kis own mother in Chefter. Ann. 868, being in-
fefted by the Danes, he received more aid from
his brother-in-law againft their' common enemy,
¢nd marched againft them to Nottingham, ‘and
there befieged them in the third year current of
king Ethelred. I find him clofe in his camp, giv-
ing a charter to the abbey of Crowland, in the
beginning of Auguft, 868 ; for {o it muft be read;
as the adts of the fucceeding years' do manifeft;
mentioned by the fame hiftorian to be done, ann.
869, and 870. Ta the date of which attion,
Havedep, Matth. Weft. and the Saxon Annpals ex-
aQtly agree. The Danes within, being much
ftraitened, yielded upon terms of compofition,
and departed into the kingdom -of Northumber-
land ; but being afterwards forely vexed by theit
patent armies, who had fpoiled the fameus' mo-
naftery
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being finithed twelve compleat years, he died in

| ne charteenth year curreat, as Ingulphus teftifies.
Now although we read not what time of the year
ac began his reign, yet by the eclipfe 840, and
the fynchronifms, co-incident with the times of
the fucceeding kings, he thould but have newly
entered into his thirteenth year, and have died in 840,
and was buried at Repton in Derbyihire, a place
tamous for the Mercian tombs.  This eclipfe Flo-
rence puts in the year 839, but contutes himfelf
by adding infallible characters; for he fays the
ecliple happened 3 nomas Maii in vigilia qfcenfionis
Domini, which clearly determines it to be 840,
in which year the cycle of the fun was 9, domi.
nical letters D. C. cycle of the moon 5. There-
tore the Terminus Pafchalis that year, according
w the Latins, was March 22d, upon a2 Monday.
The next Sunday, confequently, was Eafter-day,
viz. March 28th; Afcenfion-day the 6th of May,
and Afcenfion-eve was exaltly that year May sth,
and in the Julian kalendar 3 #owas Maii.

840. 20. Bertulph, the brother of Withlaf, by
permiffion of the Weft Saxon monarchs, obtain-
ed the Mercian dominions. A. D. 848, I read
of an eclipfe of the fun, the kalends of O&ober,
bord diei fextd, fays Math. Weltm. whereot elfe-
where.  In the year 849, king Alfred by general
confent was born. When he was three years old
the Danes came into the 1’hames mouth with 350
thips, againft whom this Mercian king fought an
unhappy batile, as Hoveden teftities in the 16th
year of Adelulfe, king of the Weft-Saxons, in
thefe words, fpeaking of the Danes: Fugaverunt
Bredlulfum regem Mercicrum cicis excriitu fuo, qui
nunguam pofica viguit; cui jcquenti anne defuniie
Burbredus fuccefit. But king Adelulte, or Kthel-
wolf, began his reign in the year 8§37, as Math.
Weft. wruly teftifies, and the 4th of 'h‘cbrulary;

there-
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§86, when king Alfred had vafiantly over-power.
ed his enemies, and taken London, he made Ethel-
red duke of Merci4, and cafptaih of his forces in

that city. This king Selulf, for fomé notorious
offence given to the iord-Danes, was dépofed'and
ﬁrift naked, and after ended his life moft mife-
rably. At what time this kingdom received its
fatal and final period, wheni pobile Alfred fubftitut-
¢d dukes under him to govern it, which fell out
in the year 886, it having continued” dndgr the
reign of 22 kings, from' the beginning of king
Crida, ann. 5€o, till this prefent yeir, 326 yéars,
whercin, if there be any thing in the contéxture of
times, ot moft exa@ly chained through. hurgan
frailty, and the wild contradictionis of mankifh
writers, I fhall endeavour fully to fatisfy the cu-
rious inquirer in my proriifed treatile ; although
I have ftrong hopes, that the characters T have fet
down, and might much have ‘enlarged, do givé
great cvidence to the truth of this chronological
treatife.  Thus Kave 1 finithel the periods 'ol‘g_ the
Mercian mbnarchs, who wére'lords of this county
of Chefter, as part of their'dominions. The'ftyle,
I confefs, is rugged, and not of fuch velvet fmooth.
nefs as hiftory doth requite’; ‘but let ingenious pg-i
fons remember, my pen was to travel throfgh the
craggy rocks of chronology. In the’ nefi_ﬂééc-
X thall briefly pafs over the dukes and eirls; ang
then put ‘a period to this chélit'cxf, ' o
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time, fhe goes to Tamworth, and builds there
another caftle, and repairs the town, From thence
to Stanford, on the river Welland, but more trul
Stafford, on Sow river, as Florence hath it, an
repairs that catle. Anno 915, fhe buile Edef-
bury, and fortiied Warwick, as Hoveden; or
Wartham, as Math. Weftm, corrul}:tly calls it
Ann. 916, fhe builds Cherenburgh, as Math.
Weftm. Cyriebyrig, by Florence; Cereburih, by
Huntington ; Wedfbury, and Runcorn. Ann.
917, July 3oth, fhe made wars upon the Britons,
at the caftle of Brecknock, took it, and therein
the king’s wife, and 33 prifoners. Ann. 918,
fthe made war upon the Danes at Derby, affaulted
the Cattle, and took it, not without flaughter of
four of her valiant captains. Ann. 919, the took
the town of Leicefter from the Danes, and forced
them to terms of compofition ; but that very year
died at her caftle of Tamworth, July 13th, and
was buried at Gloucefter, in the porch of St. Peter.
919. 3. Alfwina, or Algiva, the daughter of
duke Ethelred, who enjoying the pawer only one
year, was fent for into the Weft-Saxon territories,
ann. 920, by king Edward the Elder, who kept
in his pofleflion the dukedom of Mercia. Ann. ,
921, Chefter was furprifed by the Welch, and won
again by king Edward the Elder, whofe fifth fon
Ydmund obtaining the kingdom ann. 941, mar-
ried, as fome conceive, this Algiva, who in the
year 943, brought forth king EDGAR. This
king Lidgar, in tavour to fome of his kindred of
the royal race of Mercia, beftowed this dominion,
under the title of a dukedom, on Alfarus ; in what
year I read not punétually fet down, it having
continued in the hands of the Weft-Saxons during
the reigns of Edward the klder, Athelftan, Ed.
mund, and part of king Edgar, the fole monarchs
of all England, excepting what the Danes ufurpgd.
966.








































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































