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of the third century of the Higra, and in the days of the Amir Mo-
hammed, Sultan of Cordova, and the fifth in the line of the Beni
Umeyyah, the Learned of Andalus exerted themselves in the culti-
vation of science, and laboured in it with assiduity, giving cvident
proofs of their acquisitions in all manner of learning. This contin-
ued until towards the middle of the fourth century, when the Sultan
Al-hakam, son of the Sultan Abd-urrahman Annassir, Having as-
cended the throne, the cultivation of letters received a new impulse
and by his encouragement of all sorts of Studies by his unwonted
liberality towards the learned, whom he invited to his capital from
Baghdad, Cairo, and other distant countries, and , above all, by his
exquisite taste for literature, which he had cultivared with success
duung his father's lifetime , the torch of science shone brighter
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